Canolfan in the Community
The Newsletter of Canolfan y Fron - December 2021
Welcome to the Christmas edition of ‘Canolfan in the Community.’ We know that this newsletter should have come out sooner, and for that we apologise. We have not communicated as we had hoped with the community and this newsletter is our
commitment to you that this will change going forward.

Informal Meeting for Members of the Company and the Community
7pm on Thursday 30th December @ Canolfan Y Fron.
An opportunity to discuss what has gone on,
and to get your views on what we could do in 2022 to make life better for all of us.
* subject to the covid restrictions in place at the time.

New!! Fron Laundry

The Siop

Canolfan y Fron has laundry facilities. We had
received requests from
Llety guests for these,
and we thought it would
benefit the community,
so we have gone ahead.
Residents of Y Fron, Carmel or Rhosgadfan are
welcome to use the laundry during Canolfan
hours at a discounted
rate of £3 for a standard
wash or a 30-minute dry.
Laundry tokens are available in Siop Fron or Cegin
Fron. The washing machine has a 10.5 kilo capacity and the dryer has 8.2 kilo
capacity, so for those of you with smaller machines, or if
your machine breaks down, we can help you out.

Footfall in Siop Fron has increased steadily in recent
months, and sales are twice their pre-covid levels. Since
July, the Siop has been staffed entirely by volunteers.
The Siop is making a contribution to the Canolfan overheads. Based on this success, The Board has decided to
recruit a part-time Shop Co-ordinator to work with the
volunteers and take the Siop forward. Applications for
the post closed on the 30th November and candidates
are currently being interviewed.

The Llety

Winter Refresh

When Covid-19 restrictions were relaxed bookings took off.
Occupancy in July was 80% and in August nearly 90%. The
reviews of the Llety are excellent. High customer satisfaction is down to the hard work of the Llety team: Mike Elsden, Shôn Wyn Thomas, Sophie Bennett, and Angela Humphreys, all of whom are local residents. The Llety is promoted as a luxury hostel with a bunkhouse theme, with ensuite
rooms, bedding, towels and in-room tea/coffee provided. It
seems to be working! We hope to exceed this year’s success in 2022, because we lot 3 ½ months this year of the
lockdowns.

While the Llety is quiet we are giving it a complete deep
clean and refresh. This will involve steam cleaning all the
non-washable bedding, washing every surface, and
painting and decorating. We are also decorating the Canolfan lobby with a bit of colour. All of this needs willing
hands to help. If you fancy joining our work parties, you
would be very welcome. Just let us know in the Siop or by
phone or email.

We are stock Becws Mon baked goods: bread, baked
treats, and savoury pies and slices. These are really popular and their iced buns and hot cross buns sell out most
days. Just as with the newspapers, we can take orders for
the baked goods.
Beginning on Saturday 18th December Siop Fron will be
selling alcohol. Director Eddie Willcox, has become our
accredited person. He would like to hear what brands
and types of alcohol you would like us to stock, so let the
Siop volunteers know or drop a line to enquiries@canolfanyfron.org.

Staff
Bethan Jones was part of the team at Hebog Café and Bistro in Beddgelert but worked in Cegin Fron while it was
closed. We are delighted that she has now joined the Cegin
Fron on a permanent basis.

Volunteers: Our dedicated band of volunteers will all tell you that they do it because it is enjoyable. They make an essential
contribution to the Canolfan. If you would fancy trying a bit of volunteering, please contact Nia via hr@canolfanyfron.org.

Cegin Fron

Hall Rental

The hearty homecooked food served by Chef Jude Jones is
turning Cegin Fron into a destination! One of those
attending a catered group, from Bristol, said that the lamb
hot pot was the best she had ever tasted. The Sunday
Lunches sell out every week and the Friday Fish and Chips
are also very popular

The Hall has continued to come back to life post lockdown
with regular Yoga, Pilates, Bingo, Quiz nights and Car Boot
Sales. Since early October it has also hosted some significant one-off events, including a Martial Arts weekend, an
Annual General Meeting, a Memorial Service and a Wake.

A delicious new winter menu was launched recently, as
was a new Facebook Page. On it you can find the menus
and the weekly and daily specials. Since early November
the Cegin has been licensed, serving a range of spirits,
wines, beers, lagers and cider. Closed Mon and Tues, open
for lunch and dinner Wed to Sat, Sunday ~ Lunch only
https://www.facebook.com/Cegin-Fron112915497852631
From December 3rd to 23rd Cegin Fron is serving a Christmas Menu in addition to the regular menu. The Christmas
Menu must be prebooked by calling 01286 880248 and a
deposit will be required.

Jude and Bethan’s cakes and desserts are super

Company Accounts
The Company Accounts for the year ending February 2021 have been approved. The results were heavily affected by Covid-19,
and the fact that revenues were only slightly down is due to Covid grants received. The accounts can be viewed in the Community Area of the Canolfan web site.
Our accounts are up to date and after 2 years of worry that we would not survive Covid financially, Eddie Willcox, our Treasurer, has told the Board that we will successfully get through the quiet winter months. 2022 will be a real challenge as April will
bring significant expense increases and the current covid situation is uncertain. Our survival is due to the hard work of everyone who has contributed their time and energy since when covid began.
The Board
Sandy Barthorpe, Branwen Humphreys and Mason Jones have all stepped down from the Board. We thank them all for the
many contributions that they made. This means the current Board is now just 5 people, while our articles allow for 12.
The Canolfan AGM will take place in February 2022. We hope members will put themselves forward to the membership to become a director. It is your chance to help guide the Canolfan going forward.
Notes from the Chair
Thank you so much for supporting Canolfan y Fron during this extremely difficult year, and a big thank you to all of those who
volunteered in the Siop. We sincerely hope to be able to welcome you more often over the Christmas period and right through
the New Year.
We are working very hard to make a success of this venue and have achieved a great deal over the last year. Many villages in
the surrounding area would love to have a community facility of this sort, and our aim is to ensure that Canolfan y Fron becomes a source of pride for all local people.
Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year to everyone from all of us at Canolfan Y Fron.
Bob Stilton
Our Wonderful Llety Guests...
Our Llety guests never fail to surprise us. There was the guest that melted the electric kettle on the hob, because they thought
that was how you boiled it! Did you know Fron is a Snowdon base camp? Well over half of our guests stay with because they
are climbing Snowdon. A few weeks ago, a group of 9 young people from Gloucestershire enquired how long a walk it was to
Llyn Ffynhonnau. When asked why, they replied that they intended to go for a moonlit midnight wild swim. This was in late
October! We hope they had fun!

